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Early 1900’s Electric floor machines
1950’s Swing machines or “side 

by side”
1950’s Variable speed buffers

1960’s Chemical manufacturers
1960’s Pad manufacturers  and 

new technology
1970’s Cord electric high speed 

buffers
Late 1970’s into early 1980’s 
introducing propane powered 

floor burnishers

History of Floor 
Maintenance 

Equipment



The Pad Industry



Birth of the 
Propane 
Industry

1910 - Dr Walter Snelling with the US Bureau of 
Mines discovers propane.

1912 - Dr Snelling established American Gasol Co. 
First commercial marketer of propane.

1933 – An odorant was developed and added to 
propane to easily detect leaks

1990 – Propane listed as an approved alternate 
clean fuel. 1990 Clean Air Act.

1992  - Included in the Energy Policy  Act.



Propane FAQ’s

• What is propane?

• Where does it come from?

• Why propane?

• Who uses propane?

• How propane is distributed.



• CGA
• OSHA
• DOT
• UL
• LEED
• NFPA

Industry Regulations





Determining cord 
electric costs:



Determining propane 
burnisher costs:



Thank you for your 
participation and 

interest!

In conclusion:
Q & A
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